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Promment Egyptzan Edzéor Accused as U.S. Spy

He Was Caaght Handing Ove
I Secmrxty Data, Cairo Says

E By HEDRICK SMITII
! Special te The New York Tlrlnu
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Attachein Amencan Embassy

Is Called His C.I.A. Contact

their threes children in subur-

chusetts, lives with his wife ands

- ' > [ZRA3
tian Government's official prci 5

‘agency has accused a prominc
Cairo newspaper editor of hav-
ing spied "a long time” for the
United States Central Intelli-
gcnce It said he was caught
red-handed on Tuesday, hand-
dng his American contact infor-
‘mation “harmful to the secunty
of the nation.”
* The Middle East News Agen-
‘cy, which made the accusation
Jast night, identified the Amer-
jean as Bruce Taylor Odell, a
dlplomat, who the ageney
‘charges “works for the C.LA.
aunder the gulse of an attaché
for the United States I*mbas-

sy

i Although the embassy re-|”

‘mained silent, informed sources
said Foreign Minister Mahmoud
Raid had summoned Ambassa-
«dor Lucius D."Battle to discuss
the case, )

i Neither country would dis-
close whether the Egyptians
‘had demanded Mr. Odell's ex-
pulsion, but his dcparture was
Aconmdeud imminent in view of
the Egyptian press agency’s ace
CU‘vELtlonq Mr. Odell, 35 ycars
old, joincd the Lmbasqy last
August

Ar r(‘st Stirs Rumors

. WiLh tie press-agency report,
Cairo broke its -silence on the
‘arrest of Mustafa Amin, a dean
‘of the Egyptian press and one
‘of the most respected editors
in the Middle East. Rumors had
swept the city since Tuesday
afternoon, when Mr. Amin was
picked up in Alexandria. .

Another reporter for Mr,
Amin's paper, Akhbar al Yom,
was arrested yesterday as the
investlgatmn widened. Informed
‘sources identified him as Mus-~
tafa Sinan, who reports- on the
Government Security Depart-
ment,

So far mo officlal charges
against Mr, Amin have been an-
nounced. The office of the State
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Mustafa Amin

portant case” and forbade the
publication of .any. information
on the case, !

According to the'Middle East
News Agency, Mr. Amin, long
known for his pro-Western sym-
pathies and contacts as well as
his journailistsic ability, was re-
cruited "a long time ago by the
CIAY
The agency sald that he had
beenl caught by Egyptian.intel-
ligence officials “while giving

of the C.LA.” and that Egyp-
tian authoritics had confiscaled
a paper “that contains ques-
tions {romx the C.I.A. in the
handwriting of Bruce Taylor
Odell and Mustafa Amin's an-
swers, which contained political
and military information harm-
ful to the sccurity and safety
of the nation.”

Reliable sources said two men
had been in Mr, Amin’s villa at
Alexandria having lunch when
Egyptian agents arrested them.
These sources sald Mr. Qdell
had been held about 90 minutes
for questioning but had been
relcased when he established
diplomatic dmmumty by show-

Prosccutor General merely an-
pounced his arrest in "an im- !
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mg his gass port, -
dell, & nattvo of Maasa.-

a weekly report at the request

ban Maadl, where many Ameri-
can dlglgmats have  their

homes,
Mr. Amin, 51 years old,!
founded several newspapers and;
magazines with  his twin!

brother, All Amin. He was, ar-'
rested once before—in 1952,
three weeks after the coup
d’état that overthrew King
Farouk,

U.S. Confirms Detention
Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, July 22 —
The State Department con-
firmed today that M, Odell had
been briefly detained, ques«
tioned and then released in con-

" Inection with the arrest of Mr.,

Amin,

| Robert J. McCloskey, State

Department press officer, said
Mr. Odell had been released aft-
er he had identified himself as
an American diplomat.

Other sources claborated that
Mr. Odell had been lunching
with Mr, Amin at the editor's
residence in Alexandria.

Shortly after 2 P.M.,, the po~
lice entered and arrested Mr.
Amin, according to a “prelimi-.
nary report” on the dincident,
recoived by the State’ Depattu
ment from the embassy in
Cairo. . )

Officlals here said they “pre-
sumed” that Mr, Odell was not
taken into custody with Mr,
Amin, but was questioned on
the spot’ and released after the
police learned of his diplomatio
identity.

United States officials said
Mr. Odcll - had been in Alexan
dria on leave when he called on
Mr. Amin. )

The .department sald it had
reccived no word from the om-
bassy in 'Cairo that Egyptian
authorities had’' formally ac«
cused My, Odell of any wrong'
conduet,

The Central Intolligence
{Agency referred all inqumes tn
the State Department. ;
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